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Background and Objectives: 

Welcome to my graduate seminar! Social psychology, which focuses on understanding human behavior in terms of our social nature, is one of the most intriguing areas of psychology. Social psychology is broad – including such areas as the psychology of aggression, altruism, prejudice, deception, group behavior, etc. Anything related to human social behavior is fair game! 

In the past several decades, a great deal of scholarship has focused on social psychology from an evolutionary perspective – addressing how social psychological processes are the result of such forces as natural and sexual selection. A major area of social psychology from this angle pertains to the psychology of human mating – which will be a focus of this course. 

Much of the material from this course, rooted in the evolutionary perspective, summarizes the many ways that issues tied to human mating bear on human life. As you’ll see, there’s quite a lot to it. The evolutionary perspective essentially takes the approach that humans are animals too – and, accordingly, humans are products of evolution designed, ultimately, for reproductive purposes. From this vantage point, everything about human social psychology has some linkages to the behavioral domain of human mating. You’ll see that the content from this course paints mating as relevant to such disparate facets of life as homicide, art, psychological abnormality, and stripping. With evolutionary theory as a backdrop, the different features of human social life come together – with issues tied to mating near the core.
This material is often considered controversial – and, as you’ll see, that reputation is at least somewhat warranted. But “controversial” in and-of-itself is not bad. Rather, “controversial” is, I think, something that goes along with “provocative” and “interesting.” The open-minded student will reap many educational benefits – without a doubt. The material in this course relates to so much that can be applied to our understanding of human social life. My primary goal in teaching this course is to share my excitement for the material with the students in this class.

Material will include basic readings on social and evolutionary psychology – to provide backdrops for these ways of understanding human behavior - followed by readings across the many important facets of the mating psychology literature – such as parental investment theory, sex differences, the impact of culture, ovulation effects, and the evolution of homosexuality. A special focus will also be on the new construct of “Mating Intelligence,” which relates to my newest book that deals with human mating as it relates to higher-order cognitive processes.
Students will be responsible for being active participants in this course. For most class periods, at least one student will give a PowerPoint presentation on an article that relates to the material of the week. Additionally, each student will give a presentation on his or her paper topic during one of the final two class periods. Further, students are expected to DO THE READING EACH WEEK PRIOR TO CLASS – IN FULL. 
An ultimate goal of this course is for you to develop new ways of understanding the world of human behavior – and beyond. Given the highly applicable nature of evolutionary theory and the extensive reach of social psychology, I think you’ll see that this material has potential to affect how you think about things in the broadest sense.

Further, as long as you’re OK with engaging in the intensive reading and writing assignments, I very much want you to have FUN connecting with the material. Welcome to class!

Assignments:

1. The Paper: Your main paper will summarize a body of literature within the field of social psychology – likely with a particular focus on relationship behavior or mating psychology. A list of potential topics is included below. As long as your paper is a serious piece of scholarship (with at least 15 citations of scholarly works) presented in APA-format and is related to this class, you are welcome to pursue the topic. 

POTENTIAL TOPICS:

- variability in mating systems

- mating behavior in non-humans 

- sex differences in human mating

- cultural variability in human mating

- fitness indicator theory

- sexual violence

- physical attractiveness

- the role of intelligence in human mating

- biases in human mating psychology

- homosexuality

- bisexuality

- infidelity

- mate poaching

- ovulation effects

The paper will be broken into the following sub-sections:
Topic (5% of final grade) – summarizing area that you would like to study.

Outline (15% of final grade) – providing a draft of the APA headings you might include in your paper.

Rough Draft (20% of final grade)

Final Paper  (30% of final grade). The final draft should be, roughly, 10-15 pages and in appropriate APA format. 

2. TWO Presentations (each is 5% each of final grade; non-grades (PASS (100%) or NO-PASS (0%)): Each student will give two PowerPoint presentations during the course. On one occasion, each student will give a presentation on a topic related to the topic being discussed in class. Additionally, each student will give a PowerPoint presentation on his or her paper topic during one of the final two class periods (including the final exam period). Each student will get full credit for having a presentation ready and for doing his or her best. 
3. Reaction Paper (20%): 
This paper will be a brief piece summarizing the article that you present during the semester (as part of your “article presentation”). In your paper, you should both (a) succinctly summarize the main points of the paper you summarize and (b) provide some reaction you had to the ideas included in the article. This paper is due at the beginning of class the day on the day that you give your presentation.
Grading: Final grade = (Paper Topic * .05) + (Outline * .15) + (Paper Draft * 20) + (Final Paper * .30) + (Reaction Paper * .20) + (Presentation1 * .05) + (Presentation2 * .05)
Number-to-Letter Conversion:
94 - 100 = A

90 - 93  = A-

87 - 89  = B+

84 - 86  = B

80 - 83  = B-

77 - 79  = C+

74 - 76  = C

70 - 73  = C-

67 - 69  = D+

64 - 66  = D

60 - 63  = D-

Below 60 = F

Required reading materials 
TEXBOOK:

Geher, G., & Miller, G. F. (Eds., 2008).  Mating Intelligence: Sex, Relationships, and the Mind's Reproductive System.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. Available at the campus bookstore and amazon.com. 
ADDITIONAL READINGS (available on BlackBoard):

Barker, L. (2006).  Teaching evolutionary psychology: An interview with David M. Buss.  Teaching of Psychology, 33, 69-76.

Buss, D.M. (2003). The Evolution of Desire: Strategies of Human Mating. New 

York: Basic Books. (Chapters 2-3)
Dawkins, R. (2005). Afterword to D. M. Buss (Ed.), The Handbook of Evolutionary Psychology. New York: Wiley.
Fisher, M. L., Geher, G., Cox, A., Tran, U. S., Hoben, A., Arrabaca, A., Chaize, C. Dietrich, R., Voracek, M. (2009). Impact of relational proximity on distress from infidelity. Evolutionary Psychology, 7, 560-580. 
Geher, G. (2006). Evolutionary psychology is not evil! … and here’s why … Psihologijske Teme (Psychological Topics); Special Issue on Evolutionary Psychology, 15, 181-202. 
Hughes, S., Harrison, M., & Gallup, G. (2004). Sex differences in mating and multiple concurrent sex partners Sexualities, Evolution, and Gender, 6, 3-13.
Haselton, M., & Miller, G. F. (2006). Women's fertility across the cycle increases the short-term attractiveness of creative intelligence. Human Nature, 17, 50-73.

Kanazawa, Satoshi 2007.  "The Evolutionary Psychological Imagination: Why You Can't Get a Date on a Saturday Night and Why Most Suicide Bombers are Muslim." Journal of Social, Evolutionary, and Cultural Psychology. 1: 7-17.
Kruger, D.J., & Nesse, R. M. (2007). Economic Transition, Male Competition, and Sex Differences in Mortality Rates. Evolutionary Psychology, 5, 358-374.

Miller, G. F. (2007). Sexual selection for moral virtues. Quarterly Review of Biology, 82(2), 97-125.
Muscarella, F. (2000). The evolution of homoerotic behavior in humans. Journal of Homosexuality, 40, 51-78. 

O’Brien, D., Gallup, A., Geher, G., Kaufman, S. B., & Garcia, J. (in press). Self-Reported mating intelligence predicts sexual behavior. Imagination, Cognition, and Personality.
Ross, L., & Nisbett, R. (1992). The Person and the Situation. New York: McGraw Hill.

Schmitt, D.P. (2005). Sociosexuality from Argentina to Zimbabwe: A 48-nation study of sex, culture, and strategies of human mating. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 28, 247-275.

Simpson, J. A., & Gangestad, S. W. (2000). The evolution of human mating: Tradeoffs and strategic pluralism. The Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 23, 573-644.
Webster, G. D. (2007). Evolutionary theory’s increasing role in personality and social psychology. Evolutionary Psychology, 5, 84-91. 

Course Calendar
	Week
	Topic
	Reading
	Work Due*
	Student Presenter

	1.26
	Welcome to Class
	This Syllabus
	
	

	2.2
	Social Psychology
	Ross & Nisbett (1991; Chs. 1-3)
	
	________________



	2.9
	Social Psychology and Evolutionary Psychology
	Haselton & Nettle (2006)

Webster (2007); 
	
	

	2.16
	Evolutionary Psychology
	Barker (2006), 

Dawkins (2005), 
Geher (2006); 


	
	________________



	2.23
	The Social Psychology of Human Mating
	Buss (2003; Chs. 2-3);
Mating Intelligence (Ch. 1; Geher, Miller, & Murphy)
	Paper Topic
	________________



	3.2
	“
	Fisher, M. L., Geher, G., Cox, A., Tran, U. S., Hoben, A., Arrabaca, A., Chaize, C. Dietrich, R., Voracek, M. (2009);

Mating Intelligence (Ch 4, Li)
	
	________________



	3.9
	Mating and Culture
	Schmitt (2005), Mating Intelligence (Ch. 14, Figueredo et al.)
	Paper Outline
	________________



	3.23
	Mating as Socially Strategic
	Simpson & Gangestad (2000), Mating Intelligence (Ch 2, Penke et al; Ch. 5, Nettle & Clegg)
	
	________________



	4.6
	Fitness Indicator Theory
	Miller (2007), Mating Intelligence (Ch. 10; Kaufman et al.) 
	
	________________



	4.13
	“
	Mating Intelligence (Ch. 15, Miller; Ch. 8, Keller)
	
	________________



	4.20
	Mating Intelligence
	Mating Intelligence (Ch. 16, Geher et al., Ch. 12, Kanazawa), O’Brien et al (Under Review)
	Rough Draft of Paper
	________________



	4.27
	The Evolution of Homosexuality 
	Hughes, Harrison, & Gallup (2004), Muscarella (2000)
	
	________________



	5.4
	Ovulation Effects and Mating Effects  Everywhere
	Haselton & Miller (2006), Kruger & Nesse (2007), Kanazawa (2007)
	Final Paper
	________________



	5.11
	
	STUDENT PRESENTATIONS!
	
	

	5.18 (FINAL EXAM SLOT); 7:15-9:15
	
	STUDENT PRESENTATIONS!
	
	


* The reaction paper based on the article you summarize is due the same date of your presentation of that work in class.
Course policies:  


1.  Cheating.  DO NOT CHEAT.  Any student caught cheating on an assignment will automatically fail that assignment and, perhaps, the course.  Possible penalties include failing said assignment and/or having an academic dishonesty complaint filed against the student in question. Failure of the entire class is also possible.

2.  Plagiarism.  Plagiarism occurs when material is taken from a source without proper citation.  If you quote something directly (i.e., if you use another author’s EXACT WORDS), you must use quotation marks.  If you borrow an idea and reword it, you must report your source. Possible penalties include failing said assignment and/or having an academic dishonesty complaint filed against the student in question. Failure of the entire class is also possible. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.
3.  Late papers.  All papers should be handed in on time. Late papers (of any variety) may not be handed back during the semester. Note also that no papers will be accepted after May 11. 
4.  Course conflicts.  If you have a regular scheduling conflict with this course (e.g., you will have to leave every class before the end of class because of work, you have another course scheduled that overlaps with this course, or you will be going to Rome for 2 weeks during the term) you should not take this course.

5.  Your paper for this class may NOT be based on a paper you have written for another class.

6.  Attendance policy.  You are encouraged to attend this class.  Doing so can only help your grade.  Attendance is not mandatory. While in class, you’re strongly encouraged to be polite and respectful. In fact, you’re strongly encouraged to always be polite and respectful!
7.  SUNY New Paltz’s ADA Policy Statement 

Students with documented physical, learning, psychological and other disabilities are entitled to receive reasonable accommodations.  If you need classroom or testing accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (Student Union Building, Room 205, 257-3020).  The DRC will provide forms verifying the need for accommodation.  As soon as the instructor receives the form, you will be provided with the appropriate accommodations. Students are encouraged to request accommodations as close to the beginning of the semester as possible. See the following link for my official statement on ADA issues:

Please note my personal policy on disability issues found here:

http://www.newpaltz.edu/~geherg/undergrad/disability.htm


As a teacher I feel that my role is to help you learn, not to grade you, so please feel free to come see me or call me throughout the term if you have any concerns or questions.  I mean it.  Have a great semester.

Writing tips.
No papers with an abundance of the following errors will receive a grade of an ‘A.’

1.  USUALLY affect is a verb and effect is a noun. 

e.g., This variable affects several things.

e.g., That other variable produced a very large effect.

2.  If the subject of your sentence is singular, the verb and subsequent pronouns referring to the subject must be also.

e.g., The participant then provided HIS OR HER (NOT "THEIR") background 

information.

e.g.,  The point of these studies WAS (NOT "WERE") blah, blah, blah ... (point is singular).

3.  NEVER use the word "PROVE" in a psychology paper. While psychologists do many things, proving is virtually never one of them.

INCORRECT: These results prove that Schmedley's hypothesis was correct.

BETTER: These results support Schmedley's hypothesis.

BETTER STILL: These results support the hypothesis that Schmedley should change his name ... just kidding.

4.  BE SUCCINCT.  Do not use a lot of words to make a point if you can make the same point with fewer words.  If two papers make the same points, the one with fewer words is, by my definition, better.

BAD:  Asch’s research on conformity is very interesting because it includes interesting research and has important ideas that are very meaningful.

BETTER: Asch’s research on conformity is interesting for several reasons.

5.  AVOID 1st person and, especially, opinions (unless they are asked for).

BAD: I am writing a paper on conformity. In this paper, I will talk about how social psychologists have studied conformity and why I am so interested in this interesting topic.

BETTER: This paper will address conformity as it has been studied in social psychology.

6.  DO NOT USE CONTRACTIONS:

BAD: Subjects were asked if they’d administer an electric shock.

BETTER:  Subjects were asked if they would administer an electric shock.

7.  
It’s means it is (but you should not be using contractions anyway).


Its is a possessive pronoun referring to a noun that possesses something.  

e.g., The frog grabbed the fly with its tongue.   (here its means the frog’s)

8.  Punctuation marks go INSIDE quotation marks (when at the end of the sentence).

BAD:  Then the experimenter said, “Oh Boy”.

BETTER:  Then the experimenter said, “Oh Boy.”

BETTER STILL:  Then the experimenter said, “Golly!” 

9.  Always follow the word “this” with a specific noun.  Otherwise, your writing will be unclear.

BAD: Changes will be made at all levels of management.  The impact of this will be enormous.

BETTER: Changes will be made at all levels of management.  The impact of this restructuring will be enormous.

10.  i.e., means “in other words.”  e.g., means “for example.”

e.g., These people are thought to be cerebral in nature (i.e., they tend to think a lot).

e.g., Their diet includes several kinds of flowers (e.g., roses).

11.  Here are some helpful word substitutions for you:

Change from


to
looked at


examined

got



obtained

did



conducted

12.  Only use the word “correlation” if you are referring to a specific relationship between two different variables.  Do not just throw this word around because it sounds good.

GOOD: A positive correlation was observed between number of hamburgers eaten and the size of one’s bellyache.

BAD: A correlation between these different ideas can be found.  (This sentence simply does not mean anything). 

