Subject: Event of a Lifetime – The Transit of Venus

SUNY New Paltz and the Mid-Hudson Astronomical Association have joined forces to provide the public with a unique opportunity to view an astronomical event that will not occur again in the lifetime of any person alive today.

WHAT exactly is the Transit of Venus? At 6:03PM local time the planet Venus will, from our perspective, appear to touch the edge of the sun and begin its journey or transit across the face of our home star. 

WHY is this important? What prompted nations in the 18th century to launch expeditions to the far corners of the globe spending vast sums of money to view this event? Warring countries granted safe passage to expeditions from enemy nations all in an effort to determine ONE number! What could possibly justify such an undertaking?

CURIOUS? Would you like to see what they saw using modern solar telescopes? And would you like to learn why they undertook such hazardous journeys frequently risking both their lives and their fortunes in the process?

Dr. Amy Forestell will address these and many other aspects of this extraordinary event in her talk at the SUNY New Paltz , Lecture Center.

The talk begins at 5:00PM followed by viewing of the transit through special solar telescopes in front of the Lecture Center. http://www.newpaltz.edu/map/  Members of the Mid-Hudson Astronomical Association will  assist and provide additional solar telescopes for public viewing. 

The event will also be streamed live onto giant screens in the Lecture Center from the Observatory atop Mauna Kea in Hawaii. The event will end at 9 PM.
Before leaving, the public will have a chance to view Saturn and it’s majestic rings – a thoroughly breathtaking experience - through telescopes set up on the quad. It’s the perfect end to a memorable night.

