Glacial Geology of the Black Rock Forest – Shawangunk Mountains –
Catskill Mountains area, SE New York
Charles S. Denny, Leader, 1938 Northeast Friends of the Pleistocene trip
The following short “guidebook” outlines the topics and itinerary for the 1938 Friends of the
Pleistocene excursion. Note that participants could stay at a Bed & Breakfast for $2.50, and
dinner could be had for $1.00. Nevertheless, Charlie Denny added that “The accommodations
are well worth the price if you wish to pay it”!
It is clear from his concluding statement that Denny was hoping his new bulletin on the glacial
geology of Black Rock Forest (Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York) would be published in time for
the trip. We don’t know if the target date was met, but after much searching I located a copy
of this publication and scanned it for inclusion here on our Friends website. Note that the large
accompanying map has been posted here separately.
Denny’s report is part of a bulletin series that was formerly published by the staff of Black Rock
Forest. The uses of this property are summarized in the Black Rock Forest Consortium website:
“Black Rock Forest is a natural living laboratory for field-based research and education. Located in the
Hudson Highlands, 50 miles north of New York City, the 3830-acre Forest encompasses native terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystems now increasingly rare in the region. It features dramatic topography with more
than 1000 feet of relief and numerous lakes and streams, and retains high habitat and species
diversity. The Forest has a legacy of nearly 80 years of management, from its founding in 1928 by
Ernest Stillman, through its 40 years as part of the Harvard University Forest system, and to its
acquisition by William T. Golden and the creation of the Consortium in 1989.”

The complete reference for Denny’s bulletin is:
Denny, C. S., 1938, Glacial Geology of the Black Rock Forest: The Black Rock Forest, Bulletin No.
8, Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, New York, 73 p. and map.
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